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Message from the Board of Directors

On behalf of Volleyball BC and the Board of Directors, I would like to thank everyone for attending our 2015 
Excellence Awards & Hall of Fame Banquet. Tonight, the organization celebrates fifty years of history by 
recognizing the first inductees into Volleyball BC’s new Hall of Fame. Congratulations to all the inductees – we 
thank you for the many years of dedication and passion you have devoted to our sport. Volleyball BC is truly 
fortunate to have such inspirational people contribute over the years through playing, officiating, coaching, and 
building the sport of volleyball.  

The bar has been set extremely high with this inaugural Hall of Fame class. Their impressive achievements 
include: the first female to officiate an international match, the first international indoor and beach official in 
Canada, a true pioneer of beach volleyball, a team with an undefeated season, an outstanding athlete who has 
represented Canada on the hard court and the beach, and two builders who have dedicated years of service to 
our sport provincially, nationally, and internationally.  

Congratulations are also in order for tonight’s Excellence Awards recipients. It is a great honour to be 
recognized for your contributions to the sport during the past twelve months. Without such tremendous 
individuals, our sport would not be where it is today.  

I hope you enjoy the evening’s festivities as we celebrate the pioneers, champions, and leaders of our sport and 
the paths they have blazed for future generations of volleyball athletes, coaches, and officials.

Thomas Jones, Volleyball BC Board of Directors President 

Message from the Executive Director

Volleyball BC is extremely proud to be launching the inaugural Hall of Fame and Excellence Awards Banquet as 
a kick-off event for the organization’s 50th anniversary.

Over the past fifty years, our sport has grown and flourished into one of the largest participation sports in 
British Columbia. Tonight we will learn about our history as we celebrate the accomplishments of our 
inaugural Hall of Fame inductees and recognize our Excellence Awards recipients.

The next twelve months will feature numerous initiatives as Volleyball BC celebrates its 50th Anniversary. All of 
these initiatives are directly linked to the organization’s Strategic Plan, with the primary goal of “Building for the 
Future”. Over the past four years, Volleyball BC has positioned the organization to be sustainable for the future 
and in preparation for the next fifty years, the organization has recently launched a new website and 
modernized logo. Keep your eyes and ears open throughout the next twelve months to learn more about the 
50th Anniversary initiatives.

This year Volleyball BC has also partnered with the Richmond Oval, Pacific Volleyball Society, and numerous 
volleyball contributors to create the “Bring the Team” Women’s National Team Training Centre bid committee. 
On June 1st, 2015, an official bid will be submitted to Volleyball Canada with the goal of bringing the full-time 
training centre and national team to BC. Visit the “Bring the Team” website (www.bringtheteam.ca) and show 
your support by following us on Twitter (@bringtheteam).

Enjoy the evening as we celebrate the great contributions that each and every recipient has given to our sport.  
Volleyball BC is excited to build on the foundation that was created by the early pioneers of our sport over the 
next fifty years. 

Chris Densmore, Volleyball BC Executive Director
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Welcome and Introductions

 Message from Tom Jones, Volleyball BC President

Recognition of 2014 Ray Lepp Scholarship Recipients

Presentation of 2014 Excellence Awards

 Athlete Excellence Award
                        
 Coach of the Year Awards 
 
 • Rising Star Coaching Award
 • Female & Male High School Coach of the Year
 • Female & Male Club Coach of the Year

	 Officials	Awards

 • Rookie Official of the Year
 • Official of the Year
 • Vale Savege Officials Development Award
 • Ed Neufeld Memorial Award

 Sport Development Awards

 • Sport Administrator of the Year
 • Program Development Award

~ Dinner is served

Introduction of the Hall of Fame

 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
 
 • Athlete: Erminia Russo Thorpe
 • Official: Mike Rockwell
 • Official: Vale Savege
 • Builder: Jim Clive
 • Builder: Sandy Silver
 • Builder: Hugh Wong
 • Team: 2009/10 UBC Women’s Team

Looking Ahead to 2015

 Message from Chris Densmore, Executive Director

Closing Remarks
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RAY LEPP SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarships of $2,000 are awarded each year to a post-secondary male and female athlete who meet the 
scholarship criteria and show promise of competing for Canada at the national team level.

These scholarships are made possible by their namesake, Ray Lepp, who was a founding member of Volleyball 
BC (formerly BC Volleyball Association) in 1965. He served as both president and vice president of the 
association over the years and was a board member until 1978. Ray coached the UBC Men’s Volleyball Team 
for a total of 10 years and at one time, six players on the Canadian National Team had been coached by Ray at 
UBC.

Ray’s strong dedication to the sport and the development of strong national team athletes continues to be 
realized year after year with this scholarship. Volleyball BC is proud to manage these scholarships in his 
honour and wishes these young athletes all the best in their promising careers.

Selected from a group of very strong applicants, these athletes have shown a tremendous amount of 
dedication and commitment to the sport of volleyball and have received numerous accolades for their 
accomplishments.

KATY KLOMPS

This year’s female recipient, Katy Klomps, is a starting 
middle blocker for UBC Okanagan and was a key member 
of the 2013 BC Canada Games Team. 

This season she was a Canada West Second Team All Star, 
2014 CIS Academic All-Canadian, and was named UBCO 
Female Student Athlete of the Year.

BRAD GUNTER

Male recipient Brad Gunter is an outside hitter at Thompson Rivers University 
and was recently honoured as the CIS Male Volleyball Player of the Year. 

He also represented Canada as a member of the Canadian Junior National 
Volleyball Team at the World Junior Championships in Izmir, Turkey.
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EXCELLENCE AWARDS

ATHLETE EXCELLENCE AWARD

Brie O’Reilly
The Athlete Excellence Award is presented to a club or high school athlete who demonstrates 
excellence both in performance on the court as well as contributions to the volleyball community.

RISING STAR COACHING AWARD

Jordan Church
The Rising Star Coaching Award is presented to an outstanding coach, who is 25 years of age or under, for 
successes in the previous season and for contributions to the development of athletes, the club or high school 
volleyball system, and the sport of volleyball in British Columbia. 

FEMALE HIGH SCHOOL COACH OF THE YEAR

Stacey Stang
The Female High School Coach of the Year Award is presented to an outstanding coach for her successes in 
the previous season and for contributions to the development of athletes, high school volleyball, and the sport 
of volleyball in British Columbia. 

MALE HIGH SCHOOL COACH OF THE YEAR

Brian Drosdovech
The Male High School Coach of the Year Award is presented to an outstanding coach for his successes in the 
previous season and for contributions to the development of athletes, high school volleyball, and the sport of 
volleyball in British Columbia. 

FEMALE CLUB COACH OF THE YEAR

Tammy Thomas
The Female Club Coach of the Year Award is presented to an outstanding coach for her successes in the 
previous season and for contributions to the development of athletes, the club volleyball system, and the sport 
of volleyball in British Columbia.

MALE CLUB COACH OF THE YEAR

Paul Thiessen
The Male Club Coach of the Year Award is presented to an outstanding coach for his successes in the previous 
season and for contributions to the development of athletes, the club volleyball system, and the sport of 
volleyball in British Columbia.
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EXCELLENCE AWARDS

ROOKIE OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

Mai Hoang
The Rookie Official of the Year Award is presented to a new official who has been certified within the past two 
years, has dedicated a great deal of time to the officials program, and shows promise in becoming a top level 
official. 

OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

Jackie Tang
The Official of the Year Award is presented to an official who has had a great impact on the promotion and 
development of both officials and the sport of volleyball in British Columbia.

VALE SAVEGE OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Howard Hum
The Vale Savege Official Development Award is presented to an official in recognition of her or his dedicated 
time and outstanding effort in mentoring officials and developing the officials program. 

ED NEUFELD MEMORIAL AWARD

Hal Hennenfent
The Ed Neufeld Memorial Award is presented to an official in recognition of her or his commitment to 
outstanding voluntary or community service contributions, both within and outside the sport of volleyball.

COMMUNITY SPORT ADMINISTRATOR EXCELLENCE AWARD

Shane Donen (Seaside Volleyball Club)
The Community Sport Administrator Excellence Award recognizes the contributions made by a dedicated 
volleyball administrator, coach, or official who has given countless hours so that athletes can enjoy the benefits 
of well-organized sport.

EXCELLENCE IN PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Dawna Sales (Air Attack Volleyball Club)
The Excellence in Program Development Award recognizes an individual within an organization that has made 
a significant contribution to developing the volleyball system in British Columbia.

January 10th, 2015



HALL OF FAME ATHLETE

Erminia Russo Thorpe

Born and raised in Kelowna, BC, Erminia Russo Thorpe was an outstanding high school athlete excelling in 
track, and was a Provincial All-Star in both volleyball and basketball. Upon graduation from high school, Erminia 
won the Premier’s Sport Award, and was considered the top recruit in the province. She chose to join the 
University of British Columbia (UBC) Thunderbirds Women’s Volleyball Team.

In her rookie year, Erminia quickly became a starter and by the end of the 1982/83 
season Erminia was named Canada West All-star (the first of three times). The team 
placed second in Canada West and third in the National Championships. She 
remained a starter throughout her career with the Thunderbirds, and in 1983/84 was 
again named Canada West All-star and was selected to the CIAU All-Canadian Team.  
In 1984/85, Erminia’s final year with UBC, she was named co-captain and led the team 
in game offensive statistics.  Again, she was named All-Canadian even though UBC 
fell out of medal contention that year. According to Fred Hume, UBC Athletics 
Historian, although Erminia was a formidable offensive athlete, she was also a 
complete all-round player excelling at all three positions during her university career.

Sandy Silver, former UBC Head Coach, proudly speaking of the all-star varsity athlete:

“Erminia was strong in all aspects of the game, she played both the front and back really well. Her blocking was 
great – blocking being the most difficult skill to learn. She is one of the best I’ve seen, not just coached, but 
seen.” 

In 1985, Erminia joined the Canadian National Women’s Volleyball Team and represented Canada in more than 
150 international matches over eight years. Highlights include: the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, two World 
Championships, two World Cups, and two Pan American Games.  Erminia’s leadership capacity was recognised 
and she was named national team captain in 1989. Taking time off from the national indoor team, Erminia 
played professional indoor volleyball in France for one year and competed in beach volleyball, placing second 
in the 1994 Canadian Beach Championship. From 1998-2000, Erminia and partner Kristine Drakich teamed up 
to play on the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour, competing in 18 tour tournaments.

During the 1990s, Erminia began to shift her focus towards coaching and giving back to the sport she excelled 
in as a player. She coached the University of Western Ontario’s Women’s Volleyball Team for two years in 1994 
and 1995. In 1997, Erminia was selected for the role of head coach of the UBC Women’s Volleyball Program.  In 
1998, the UBC team won the Canada West title, and Erminia was named Canada West Coach of the Year and 
CIAU Coach of the Year. Erminia stepped down from the position in 2000. Recently, she was head coach for the 
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology Women’s Team before moving to Montreal where she now resides.

Erminia’s insights as a former elite indoor and beach athlete and CIS coach also served her well as colour 
commentator for the CBC during the 2004 Athens games and 2008 Beijing games.  Erminia was honoured with 
the ‘In Her Footsteps’ award  by ProMOTION Plus in recognition of her outstanding athletic achievements, 
passion, and dedication to sport leadership. In 1999, Erminia was named “UBC Outstanding Young Alumnus”, 
and in 2007, she was inducted into the UBC Sports Hall of Fame. Most recently, in 2013, Erminia was inducted 
into the Central Okanagan Sports Hall of Fame. 
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HALL OF FAME OFFICIAL

Mike Rockwell

Mike was born in Germany and as a youth he relocated with his family to Mission, BC. Throughout fifty years of 
involvement in volleyball, Mike held numerous leadership roles, including star athlete, coach, and administrator. 
However, his most significant contributions have been in the realm of volleyball officiating.

In 1983, Mike was certified as a national level indoor volleyball official at the Canadian 
Open Championships. Within three years, he gained certification as an international 
level volleyball official – at the time, Mike was one of only a few Canadians officiating 
at the international level.  He represented Canada as an international official on 
numerous occasions including the following: FIVB events (World Goodwill Games), 
twice at the World Student Games in Japan, NORCECA events, and twice at the Pacific 
Rim Tournament in Hawaii. Closer to home, Mike was the Canada West assignor for 
ten years and was a highly respected Canada West and CIS official, overseeing several 
CIS gold medal matches from 1983 to 2010.

Mike expanded his officiating leadership role to include beach volleyball, achieving his 
international beach volleyball official rating in 1995.  Mike joined the ranks of an elite few who held an 
international designation for both indoor and beach volleyball officiating.  As an international beach volleyball 
official, Mike officiated FIVB tournaments in Brazil and Germany, as well as matches in the 1999 Pan American 
Games.

Over the course of his career, Mike extended his leadership role to administering the officials program. In the 
1980’s, Mike held the position of Regional Officials Chair for BC, moving on to become a member of the 
Volleyball Canada Board of Officials and Chairman of the National Officials Committee from 1989-94.

Jeff Gogol, National Level Official explains Mike’s work as the Nationals Officials Chair:

“Mike was a strong advocate for the officials program as the National Officials Chair. This position requires the 
incumbent to advocate for the officials program across the country and to bring together the programs from all 
the Provinces and Territories to grow the program nationally.”

Mike worked tirelessly to expand the officiating leadership capacity as a mentor to young officials, by spending 
quality time with them and leading by example. “Mike was able to excel as an official and continues to this day 
to provide support whenever he can towards the development of young people wanting to take on this crucial 
role,” said John McGowan, Vice-president of the BC Olympic (BCO) Volleyball Club. Additionally, not only is 
Mike an exemplar of integrity as an official, but his sense of fairness shone through even as a young athlete. 
Vic Lindal recalls, “Our first meeting was interesting, as I was refereeing his match in the BC High School 
Championship. Mike called himself on a touch on a very critical play.”

Outside of his accomplishments as an official, Mike was also an elite volleyball athlete with the University of 
British Columbia Thunderbirds, winning the first CIAU Championships in 1966/67.  Mike represented Canada as 
a member of the Sr. Men’s National Team from 1967-72. Mike expanded his leadership scope to include 
coaching: at McGill University, at his alma mater UBC, and as an assistant coach for the Canadian National 
Women’s Volleyball Program. Mike was also a club volleyball pioneer, dedicating more than 35 years to 
administration and leadership with the BCO Volleyball Club, and is currently serving as the organization’s 
president.  He also served on the board of directors with Volleyball BC for over 10 years. In 2014, Mike was 
inducted as an ‘ATHLETE’ into the Volleyball Canada Hall of Fame.
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HALL OF FAME OFFICIAL

Vale Savege

Vale earned her first officiating badge in 1963 and her National Officials certification in 1978. Throughout her 
career, Vale played a significant leadership role in the development of volleyball officials and the development 
of the officiating programs in BC and at the national level.  Among her many accomplishments and accolades, 
Vale paved the way as the first woman to officiate an international volleyball match.

In 1981, Vale traveled to Japan with the provincial under 21 women’s volleyball team, 
participating as an international official in the Pacific Rim Tournament. Upon arrival, 
Vale quickly realized the Japanese organizers were not expecting a female 
official because they had her listed on the schedule as “Mr. Savege.” It took some 
time to clear up the confusion and to find Vale an official’s uniform because they only 
had men’s sizing. Vale was the only female official participating in the event and it 
was the first occasion a woman had officiated an international match.  Vale realized 
the magnitude of this achievement while officiating the Japan vs. Australia match. 
She was amazed at how excited the Japanese girls were to have a woman officiating. 
Upon reflection, Vale stated she would have enjoyed the experience much more if 
there was an international support system in place for female officials. These experi-
ences set Vale on a path of mentoring officials and working tirelessly to develop the 
officials program at home and abroad.

As an official, Vale is well known as a pioneer, leader, and mentor.  She officiated high profile events such as 
the 1979 Canada Games and the gold medal match of the CIAU National Volleyball Championships. Vale 
contributed her time and expertise to the Ontario Volleyball Association’s National Official upgrading program, 
and from 1991-97 was responsible for allocating, training, officiating and facilitating the development of 
officials in British Columbia. From 1998-2005, Vale took on many roles with a wider scope as the officials 
supervisor for Volleyball Canada at Junior National events and several National Championships.  Vale was an 
allocator for the CCAA and CIS where she mentored officials through their upgrading. The ‘Vale Savege Official 
Development Award’ was established to annually recognize a BC official who, like Vale, contributes time and 
energy to mentoring officials and developing the officials program.

Howard Hum, National Level Official, commenting on Vale’s impact on the officiating community in BC:

“Her knowledge of the game beyond the rules, understanding of the spirit and emotions of competitive sport, 
and incredible patience with everyone left a lasting impression on me.  Many times on my path towards 
becoming a national level referee and senior officials’ administrator, I found her support and counsel 
invaluable. Her insight and advice was solid, her empathy and interpersonal skills outstanding. I was just one 
of many officials that Vale helped develop over her career. She found time for everyone; everyone felt they were 
important with her.”

Vale’s contribution to sport is multi-faceted; she is an official, athlete, coach, leader, and builder.  Born in Port 
Arthur, ON (Thunder Bay), Vale achieved a high standard of athletic excellence; she was a member of both 
the Canadian National Volleyball Program and the Canadian National Basketball Program.  Vale coached the 
Women’s Volleyball Program at the University of Toronto and was co-founder (with her husband Dale) of the 
Women’s Volleyball Program at Simon Fraser University.  In addition, Vale provided leadership as a Volleyball 
BC board member.  

In 2011, Vale was honoured with the ‘In Her Footsteps’ award.  She was recognized as a leader in the 
advancement of gender equity in sport by ProMOTION Plus.  In 2013, Vale was inducted as a ‘BUILDER’ into 
the Volleyball Canada Hall of Fame.
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HALL OF FAME BUILDER

James Clive

James “Jim” Clive began playing volleyball in 1966 when he delivered indoor volleyball programs for New 
Westminster Parks and Recreation. For the next fifteen years, Jim continued to build infrastructure for 
volleyball programs across Greater Vancouver, becoming president of the Greater Vancouver Senior B 
Volleyball Association in 1975. 

In the 1970’s, a City of Vancouver bylaw prohibited sports to be played on the sand on 
public beaches; unfazed, Jim and a small group of like-minded beach volleyball 
enthusiasts played volleyball on the grass behind the Kitsilano Beach concession 
stand. The group began petitioning the City to change the bylaw, and in 1978 they were 
successful in helping the BC Volleyball Association (Volleyball BC) secure the first 
permit to host a beach volleyball tournament in Vancouver.  In 1980, Jim and two 
others installed the first permanent posts for volleyball nets in the sand as a pilot-test 
at Kitsilano Beach; the popularity of beach volleyball grew among volleyball players 
across the Lower Mainland and additional posts were installed at other Vancouver 
beaches within two years.  

“In 1996, Canada’s National Professional Beach Pro Tour landed on Kitsilano Beach. Not a single BC team 
made it out of the qualifier and into the main draw. Jim concluded BC athletes needed to play in more events 
to become more competitive,” recalls Rob Chioccarello, past President of Volleyball BC. Although the sport 
had become popular, there was no structure that unified the many different informal groups that trained on the 
beach. This was the impetus for Jim to found the Kits Beach Volleyball Association (KBVA), with the goal of 
providing competitive organized play and tournaments to help develop beach volleyball athletes in BC.

To this day, Jim can be found volunteering his time from sun up to sun down on tournament days, rain or shine, 
to set up courts and oversee each event.  Jim organizes schedules, obtains permits and insurance, maintains 
equipment, and is often the voice of reason representing volleyball when land use conflicts arise with local 
residents or when the Parks Board revisits its bylaws.

Tom Caverly, former Executive Director of Volleyball BC reflects on the growth of the sport:

“Beach court maintenance and installation have been critical to the development of the sport in BC and Jim 
has acted as the leader in liaising with the parks board, parks staff, and the public in order to provide access 
to these courts for players of all levels. Promoting the sport, lobbying the key people, and dealing with public 
issues required a persistent and professional approach and endless patience.  Jim’s involvement includes daily 
participation at Kitsilano Beach and constant promotion of his positive vision for volleyball in BC.”  

For many years, Jim has also volunteered behind the scenes with the University of British Columbia (UBC) 
Men’s Volleyball Program, assisting with practices and training.  UBC Head Coach Richard Schick speaks highly 
of Jim’s contribution to the team, “Be it by shagging balls, filling water bottles, flipping score cards or telling 
stories of past BC volleyball legends, Jim has always been keen to share his ideas and past experiences with 
both young and old volleyball enthusiasts. He’s been a supporter of our program but more importantly, an 
advocate for our sport in the city of Vancouver, the province of BC, throughout Canada and the world.”

In 2009, Jim was honoured with the Sport BC President’s Award, which is given to volunteers from Sport BC 
member organizations who represent the spirit of volunteerism, and whose dedication, energy, and 
commitment contribute to the development of their sport or organization. 
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HALL OF FAME BUILDER

Sandy Silver

For over 40 years, the sport community in Canada, and in particular BC, has benefited from the selfless 
dedication and leadership of Sandy Silver.  As a young woman Sandy attended York University where she was 
an outstanding varsity athlete in volleyball and badminton, and has been inducted into the school’s Hall of 
Fame in both sports. After completing her post-secondary education, Sandy expanded her involvement in sport 
as a coach, mentor, administrator and volunteer extraordinaire. The sport of volleyball in our province has 
benefited tremendously since Sandy’s arrival in 1979, due to her leadership in the sport of volleyball and her 
steadfast dedication to the principles of gender equity.  

Sandy worked tirelessly as a highly respected CIS coach first for York University and 
then the University of British Columbia, and as assistant coach for the National 
Women’s Volleyball Team from 1980-82. She became a director of the BC Volleyball 
Association from 1980-82 and chaired the BCVA Coaches Committee from 1988-1992. 
Sandy has been an ongoing mentor coach to numerous past and present 
intercollegiate coaches. Rising above a personal health challenge, Sandy found the 
inner strength to continue to be a positive influence on the many people who were 
fortunate to know her.

Sandy founded the ‘Sandy Silver Endowment Scholarship’ for the UBC Women’s 
Volleyball Program. This endowment fund enables young female volleyball athletes 
to attend UBC and compete in CIS. In 2000, Sandy received the Kay Brearley Service 
Award which honoured her exceptional volunteer service to University of British 
Columbia women’s varsity athletics.

Since 1992, Sandy has provided leadership and guidance in her role of Canada West Convener for volleyball. 
Sandy works tirelessly to ensure both women’s and men’s CIS volleyball teams and coaches receive fair and 
equal consideration.  Her dedication to our conference has greatly contributed to establishing Canada West as 
a perennial powerhouse in both women’s and men’s CIS volleyball.  As volleyball convener, Sandy has earned 
the respect of university administrations, coaches and officials for her commitment to growing the sport and 
for her unwavering commitment to providing a fair, supportive and competitive environment for the varsity 
athletes.   

Sandy has not only provided leadership in the realm of volleyball, but also in the wider world of Canadian sport, 
in her advocacy of gender equity and social justice. Hugh Wong elaborates on Sandy’s work as an advocate 
and pioneer:

“At a time, when it was not popular to do so, she encouraged a generation of women to take leadership roles 
in sports. She took to task organizations which did not actively promote the inclusion of women in their board 
rooms.  Quietly passionate and fiercely determined, she advocated for and opened doors for the hundreds of 
women who now influence Canadian sports at the highest levels. She continues to mentor the next generation 
of sports leaders.”

In 2013, Sandy was inducted as a ‘BUILDER’ into the Volleyball Canada Hall of Fame.  Sandy was recognized 
for her contribution to the sport of volleyball as a player, coach, administrator, and mentor. Sandy also received 
the “In Her Footsteps” award from ProMOTION Plus, an honour that celebrates B.C. women in sport.  Sandy’s 
extraordinary leadership contributions to the development and delivery of volleyball programs in BC have been 
pivotal to the strategic growth of our sport.
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HALL OF FAME BUILDER

Hugh Wong

Hugh was born in China, immigrating to BC with his family when he was five years old.  He was raised on a 
farm in Vancouver and graduated from Britannia Secondary School. Hugh attended the University of British 
Columbia (UBC), where he obtained his teaching certification (BEd). Upon graduation, Hugh worked in Banff for 
several years before settling in Kelowna to begin his teaching and coaching career. 

Hugh’s first foray into coaching was at the helm of the junior boys’ volleyball team at 
Dr. Knox High School (1975). This experience proved positive and sparked his passion 
for coaching and sport leadership.  The following year, Hugh completed his coaching 
certification and took on the challenging head coach position for the Okanagan 
College Women’s Volleyball Program.

During the 1980’s, under Hugh’s guidance and leadership, his ‘volleyball family’ grew 
from a handful of athletes to hundreds of athletes, coaches, officials and 
administrators. He was keenly focused on growing the sport and traveled throughout 
BC helping to organize and coach youth volleyball camps.  Hugh was one of the 
original founders of the ‘Team BC Midget’ program (the first in Canada in that age 
class) which has since evolved provincially and nationally into the 15U and 16U 
programs. At a summer volleyball camp, Hugh, Ray Myrtle (then ED of Volleyball BC) and Fred Jackson (a 
coach from Smithers, BC) discussed the idea of starting the program, and took the concept to reality the 
following summer at Camp Columneetza. Fellow Volleyball BC Hall of Fame inductee, Erminia Russo, was one 
of the first athletes selected for the program.  

In addition to raising a family, teaching full-time and coaching, Hugh became increasingly involved with the 
formation of the BC Volleyball Association (Volleyball BC). Working together, the dedicated ‘founders’ group 
shared a vision of growing the sport of volleyball province-wide. Hugh served as Volleyball BC’s 
Vice-President, and from 1990-93 took on the challenging role of President. Afterwards, Hugh remained with 
the organization as Athlete Development Chair for many years, working closely with Volleyball BC Technical 
Directors Gwen Parker and later Dawna Sales, to grow the club system and enhance Team BC programs. Many 
strategic growth initiatives were achieved during this time including: the adoption of the ‘open’ concept for 
provincial championships, steep growth in the club system, the establishment of regional coaches, the 
introduction of the Team BC Beach program, and much success in inter-provincial competitions, including the 
Canada Games.

Hugh’s local focus remained strong, and he played a key role in founding the Kelowna Volleyball Club (KVC). 
Growing from a single midget girls’ team in 1992, the KVC expanded to include both female and male teams 
across the 12U to 18U age categories. The KVC has grown into one of the largest clubs in BC and for over 
twenty years Hugh held many leadership roles with the organization including president, financial officer, 
administrator, coach, mentor, and consultant. 
 
After retiring from teaching, Hugh became increasingly involved in a variety of leadership roles at the national 
and international levels.  As President of Volleyball Canada (2007-13), Hugh’s focus on strategic leadership 
was pivotal in turning Volleyball Canada into a financially sustainable organization, earning him the respect of 
international organizations, including NORCECA and FIVB. As a result, Hugh has taken on leadership roles with 
these organizations including Vice-President of NORCECA (2009-present), and is a member of FIVB’s Board of 
Administration (2012-present). 
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HALL OF FAME BUILDER

In recognition of his commitment to sport leadership, Hugh has received the following honours: Volleyball BC 
Founders Award, Investors Group Volunteer Sport Administration Award (on two occasions), Volleyball Canada 
Special Recognition Award, and the PacificSport Sport Hero Volunteer Award.

Jackie Toews, Hugh’s daughter and Volleyball BC Okanagan Regional Manager, on her father’s 
accomplishments:

“There is no doubt the sport of volleyball in BC has flourished because of Hugh Wong. His direct involvement 
has created a network so encompassing that thousands of athletes, coaches, officials, and administrators 
exist within it. Furthermore, his footprint continues to grow as those he has influenced continue to inspire the 
next generation. Hugh’s legacy lies not within his personal accomplishments, but within the people he has 
inspired and mentored; these people will continue to impact the future growth of volleyball in BC.”
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HALL OF FAME TEAM

2009/10 UBC Women’s Volleyball Team

“I’ve never before and will never again play on a team with such a fantastic group of women who amounted to so 
much more than the sum of their parts. The team was defined by a depth of skill and character that led them to 
the first undefeated season for a volleyball squad in UBC history.”  ~ Liz Cordonier, Outside Hitter and CIS Athlete 
of the Year

The 2009/10 varsity season was a history maker for the UBC 
Women’s Volleyball Program. After winning National Championships 
two years in a row, the UBC team started out the season having not 
lost a game since midway through the previous season. The year 
started with back-to-back wins at home over the Winnipeg Wesmen.  
By the halfway mark in the season the UBC Women had a 9-0 record, 
losing only two sets.  The second term saw a tough mid-January road 
trip to Brandon when the T-birds found themselves down two sets to 
one before rallying for a thrilling five-set win over the Bobcats. The 
UBC women finished their stunning regular season with an impressive 
20-0 record, without dropping a single set at home. The team topped 
the conference in hitting percentage (.292) and kills (13.69/game) and were second in aces (2.49/game). 

The perfect season was not without challenges. Despite dominating the season and earning the top seed in the 
conference, UBC was on the road for the playoffs due to scheduling conflicts with the 2010 Olympic 
Winter Games. As the first-place team in the Canada West Conference, UBC received a bye straight through 
to the Canada West Final Four. With the tournament scheduled for February 26-27, Canada West decided to 
award the hosting rights to the highest ranked team outside of Vancouver and not the top overall seed. 
Undaunted, the Thunderbirds traveled to Winnipeg to compete in the conference Final Four Championship 
hosted by the University of Manitoba. UBC dominated the Championship, beat the host team in the finals to 
claim their second straight Canada West title and secured the #1 ranking for Nationals. 

At the National Championships, the T-birds beat the St. Mary’s 
Huskies and the Laval Rouge et Or in the first two rounds, before a 
rematch with Manitoba this time for the National Title. In a hard 
fought National final, UBC earned in a 3-1 victory over the Bison and 
history was made. The T-Birds finished the season as CIS champions 
with a perfect 25-0 record. 

Outside hitter, Liz Cordonier, was named CIS and Canada West MVP, 
Mary Lyons CIS Women’s Volleyball Player of the Year, and was 
honoured with the BLG Award as CIS Athlete of the Year. Claire Hanna 
won CIS and Canada West Libero of the Year, and Shanice Marcelle 
earned CIS Championship Final Player of the Match. Liz Cordonier, 
Jen Hinze, and Kyla Richey were named CIS All-Canadians. The team 
also had the highest grade point average of all teams in the UBC Athletic Department for the 2009/10 season. 
Katie Tyzuk, Lauren Whitehead, Claire Hanna, and Jen Hinze achieved Academic all-Canadian status, and Jen 
Hinze was also honoured as a Desjardins Top Eight Academic All-Canadian. From this team, 5 players went 
on to play for Canada on the Women’s National Volleyball Team: Liz Cordonier, Kyla Richey, Claire Hanna, Jen 
Hinze, and Shanice Marcelle.  
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Head coach, Doug Reimer, was named CIS Coach of the Year for the fifth time in his career, the most of any 
CIS women’s volleyball coach. He also received the 2010 Sport BC Coach of the Year Award, becoming the first 
volleyball coach in the history of the award to receive the honour. As well, the team was recognized provincially, 
across all BC amateur sport teams, and received the 2010 Sport BC Team of the Year award. 

However, behind the awards and winning record was a group of individuals with a genuine bond. They shared a 
commitment to hard work and never took the team’s success for granted. 

Doug Reimer, Head Coach, UBC Women’s Volleyball Program discussing the 2009/2010 team:

“As I reflect back on that talented group I am struck by how winning all the matches was never, ever the goal, or 
even a goal, because getting ourselves in position to capture another national title was paramount. But the 
ability to stay focused and be able to be consistent night after night and through the pressures of playoffs 
speaks highly of this great group.“

Athletes: Mariah Bruinsma, Liz Cordonier, Brina Derksen-Bergen, Claire Hanna, Jen Hinze, Kristine 
Johnson, Briana Liau Kent, Shanice Marcelle, Nicky Osborne, Rayel Quiring, Danielle Richards, Kyla 
Richey, Jessica von Schilling, Kirsty Setterlund, Lauren Whitehead, Katie Wiskar (Tyzuk)

Head coach: Doug Reimer

Assistant coaches: Beathen Thomas, Chris Berglund, Dan Huzar, Joanne Ross 

Trainer: Mischa Harris
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